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METRONET — YANCHEP EXTENSION 
544. Ms S.E. WINTON to the Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade: 
On behalf of the member for Kalamunda, I welcome Mr Craig Mainard, deputy principal, chaplain Adrian Wilson 
and the year 6 leaders from Walliston Primary School to the Speaker’s gallery today. 
I refer to the McGowan Labor’s commitment to creating thousands of jobs by building Metronet, which includes 
an extension to Yanchep. 
(1) Can the minister outline to the house how this massive job-creating project maximises the benefits for 

WA workers and businesses? 
(2) Can the minister advise the house whether he is aware of anyone who wants to scrap this project and 

destroy these jobs? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question. 
(1) The government is about to embark on one of the state’s biggest and most transformational expansions to 

our state’s rail network in history. The construction of the first components of Metronet will be the Yanchep 
extension, connecting Alkimos and Eglinton, and the Thornlie–Cockburn Link, the first east–west 
connection. There are also the Byford and Ellenbrook extensions and a range of other improvements around 
the network. We are very pleased to have at federal government’s support in what we are doing and that it 
has provided hundreds upon hundreds of millions of dollars due to the effective work and negotiation of me, 
the Minister for Transport and the Treasurer with the commonwealth government. 
The first two projects, the Yanchep extension and Thornlie–Cockburn link, will provide 3 000 jobs. The 
project definition plans have been approved, so the procurement process is about to get underway. A few 
weeks ago, I addressed the Metronet construction industry briefing. There were hundreds of small and 
medium-sized enterprises there interested in what is possible. I was very pleased to advise them that we 
will ensure the greatest amount of local content possible in this project. We have some great businesses 
with great skills and abilities here in Western Australia. We will use the new Western Australian Jobs 
Act to maximise the local content here in Western Australia for Western Australian businesses as part of 
this project. We have set up the Metronet capability register for Western Australian contractors and it is 
about not only expanding public transport, but also ensuring that we have good land use and better usage 
of land and greater density and business opportunities around rail stations and lines. 

(2) I know that the Liberal Party has been opposed to Metronet. I refer to an unreported speech of the member 
for Churchlands in which he attacked this project that will provide all these jobs and opportunities for the 
outer suburbs, which are probably not of great concern to the member for Churchlands. I doubt he is too 
familiar with the outer suburbs. He has been out there describing the Metronet plan for Yanchep and 
Thornlie and these areas as “a white elephant” and a “narcissistic, grandiose monument”. 

Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what the member for Churchlands had to say. There he goes again. The Leader of 
the Opposition said that we should scrap it. Therefore, the Liberal Party of Western Australia is arguing against 
long-term planning and the Western Australian government securing these hundreds of millions of dollars, if not 
billions of dollars, from the commonwealth government. It is arguing against us connecting the outer urban rapidly 
growing areas to decent transport links. It is arguing against those Western Australian jobs that come as part of 
this and Western Australian local content. The Liberal Party in Western Australia is bereft, it is hopeless, it is 
useless and it is unfit for government. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. I warned you three times. 
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